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Report   of   President   of   the   Board   of 
Trustees  of  Southern  University. 


To   His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  and  the   Members  of 

the  General   Assembly  of  the   State  of   Louisiana: 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  reports  from  the  principals  of  the  various 
departments  of  the  Southern  University  for  the  past  two  years,  to- 
gether with  a  report  from  Mr.  A.  W.  Newlin,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  reports  from  all  the  departments  of  the  University  proper  are 
satisfactory  and  show  healthy  advancement;  while  that  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  shows  the  financial  condition  of  the  University 
to  be  excellent,  there  being  in  fact  sufficient  funds  on  hand  from  the 
State  alimony  to  retire  $2,000  of  the  outstanding  mortgage  of  $8,000 
against  the  University,  with  all  obligations  met  in  full  to  date.  This 
result,  however,  has  been  made  possible  only  through  the  strictest 
economy  and  personal  supervision  practiced  by  the  Secretary  in  the 
purchase  of  supplies,  making  repairs,  the  conduct  of  the  Farm,  and 
all  other  expenditures;  in  fact,  you  will  observe  from  the  report  that 
the  teaching  force  has  been  increased,  some  salaries  raised-,  and  ex- 
tended improvements  added  in  several  departments. 

However,  I  feel  compelled  to  report  that  I  find  the  Agricultural 
Department  a  constant  and  heavy  drain  upon  the  income  of  the 
University,  without  a  corresponding  benefit,  and  I  would  recommend 
an  absolute  change  in  the  system  of  conducting  the  farm,  as  I  recom- 
mended to  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  its  annual  meeting  last  June. 
This  department  should  be  improved  if  it  is  to  be  of  any  benefit  to 
the  students  of  the  University,  and  if  there  can  be  no  improvement 
this  department  should  be  abolished,  if  that  be  possible  without 
forfeiting  the  annual  appropriation  under  the  Morrill  Act. 

I  beg  to  further  recommend  that  this  session  of  the  Legislature 
appropriate  $6,000,  which  added  to  the  $2,000  which  the  Board  of 
Trustees  will  be  able  to  pay,  and  to  retire  the  $8,000  mortgage  when 
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it  falls  due  in  December,  1908;  this  sum  even  at  the  reasonable  rate 
of  Qy2  per  cent  at  which  we  have  been  able  to  place  it,  means  an 
annual  expenditure  of  $520  in  interest,  which  sum  amounts  to  more 
than  2  per  cent  of  the  entire  income  of  the  University  and  would  em- 
ploy a  teacher  for  an  additional  grade,  which  is  badly  needed.  It  is 
not  good  business  to  continue  this  mortgage  and  I  earnestly  recom- 
mend that  it  be  retired  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  A.  MONTGOMERY, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Southern  University. 
New  Orleans,  April  15,  1908. 


Report  of  President  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Southern 
University  and  Mechanical  College. 


New  Orleans,   La.,   April  15th,  1908. 
President  and   Members,  Board  of  Trustees, 

Southern   University  and  A.  &  M.  College: 

Gentlemen: — I  take  pleasure  in  presenting  the  following  report  of 
the  conditions  and  progress  of  the  Southern  University  and  Agricul- 
tural and  Mechanical  College  for  the  past  two  years: 

Total  enrollment  of  pupils  last  year,  387;  this  year,  397. 

Number  of  graduates  last  year:  Normal,  5;  High  School,  5; 
Mechanical,  1;   Girls'  Industrial,  13;   Music,  2.     Total,  26. 

Number  of  applicants  for  graduation  this  year:  Normal,  3;  High 
School,  7;  Farm,  4;  Dairy,  6;  Mechanical,  7;  Printing,  1;  Bookkeeping, 
2;   Girls'  Industrial,  7.     Total,  37. 

Graduations  to  date  in  all  departments,  435.  This  does  not  include 
the  very  large  number  who  received  certificates  in  the  under  depart- 
ments who  have  left  the  school,  nor  those  who  left  to  go  to  work  and 
ior  other  causes. 

When  Southern  University  was  instituted  in  1880  by  the  State,  just 
sufficient  money  was  appropriated  to  pay  the  teachers,  but  the  school 
was  entirely  without  a  building  in  which  to  conduct  its  sessions. 
The  Board  cf  Trustees  then  existing  did  the  best  thing  they  could 
under  the  circumstances.  They  dispensed  with  the  most  of  the  teach- 
ing force,  saved  this  money  for  years,  and  finally  built  the  present 
substantial  building,  paying  down  what  money  they  had  saved  and 
.giving  a  mortgage  on  the  building  for  the  balance  due.  The  square 
of  ground  upon  which  it  stands  and  which  was  bought  by  them  for 
$6,000  is  now  easily  worth  between  $30,000  and  $40,000.  The  mortgage, 
originally  $12,000,  has  since  been  reduced  to  $8,000.  Thus  out  of 
teachers'  pay  and  land's  increase  in  value  in  New  Orleans,  the  State 
of  Louisiana  has  come  into  possession  of  grounds  and  buildings  worth 
over  $70,000.     Still,  the  debt  of  $8,000  remains  to  be  paid.    We  respect- 


—  10  — 

fully  ask  the  State  cf  Louisiana  to  make  an  appropriation  to  clear 
its  own  property  of  this  debt  cf  $8,000  instead  of  paying  from  six 
and  one-half  to  eight  per  cent,  interest  annually,  which  it  has  done 
for  the  past  twenty  odd  years. 

LITERARY.      . 

The  literary  department  of  the  school  has  in  it  seven  grades,  be- 
ginning with  the  sixth  and  ending  with  the  twelfth.  The  sixth, 
seventh  and  eighth  grades  have  two  sections  each. 

Into  the  lowest  grade  of  the  literary  department  the  pupils,  after 
an  examination,  enter  the  school.  These  pupils  pass  on  up  these 
grades  and  are  expected  to  cover  a  grade  in  one  year  passing  into 
the  next  higher  after  an  examination.  The  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  compose  the  Grammar  School.  The  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh  and 
twelfth  grades  compose  the  High  School.  The  lower  grades  of  the 
Normal  Department  are  arranged  to  be  identical  with  the  High 
School  grade,  but  the  highest  grade  of  the  Normal  Department  reaches 
one  year  above  the  highest  grade  of  the  High  School,  and  forms  a 
thirteenth  grade.  We  have  no  pupils  in  the  school  who  apply  for 
still  higher  literary  work. 

While   the   pupils   are   in   the   grades   above   mentioned   they   devote 

one-fifth  of  their  time  to  industrial  work — the  equivalent  of  one  day 

in  five.     The  graduates  of  the  Normal  School  who  go  out  as  teachers 

are  in  addition,  as  a  rule,  graduates  from  some  one  of  our  industrial 

departments. 

INDUSTRIAL. 

Agricultural  School — This  institution  has  a  farm  of  100  acres  of 
land  on  the  Mississippi  River,  four  miles  above  New  Orleans.  This 
farm  is  stocked  with  teams,  plows  and  farming  implements,  with  a 
large  two-story  dwelling  and  shops,  barns,  stables  and  yards,  and  a 
two-story  dormitory,  built  by  the  students.  There  is  also  a  dairy 
building  on  the  place  which  was  fitted  out  for  a  modern  dairy. 

The  farm  students  meet  the  wagons  from  the  farm  at  the  upper 
city  limits  and  are  taken  to  the  place  where  they  perform  the  practical 
work.     The  text-books  on  farming  are  taught  at  the  university. 

Mechanical   School — This  school  is  conducted  in  a  two-story  build- 
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ing  SO  feet  in  length  by  35  in  width,  in  the  yard  of  the  university  in 
New  Orleans.  The  woodworking  shop  contains  one  eight-horse  power 
steam  engine  and  one  boiler.  Its  attachments  are  three  lathes,  one 
band-saw,  two  jig-saws,  one  grindstone.  There  are  also  one  lathe, 
one  mortiser,  one  small  circular  saw,  one  former,  and  two  scroll  saws 
operated  by  either  hand  or  foot  power.  Necessary  work-benches  and 
tools  are  added. 

A  tin-shop  is  located  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Mechanical  Building 
in  which  pupils  are  taught  tinsmithing. 

Girls'  Industrial  School — The  number  of  girls  in  the  Girls'  Indus- 
trial School  this  year  is  243.  Last  year  the  number  was  214;  the  year 
before,  148. 

In  the  Girls'  Industrial  Department  is  taught  plain  sewing  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  cutting,  dress-making,  ironing,  the  making  of  men's  and 
women's  clothing,  rug-making,  millinery,  and  other  industries  in  the 
same  line  from  the  simple  to  the  more  intricate.  Up  to  date  this  de- 
partment has  sent  out  more  industrial  graduates  than  any  other. 

School  of  Printing — The  printing  department  has  a  press  in  good 
order,  with  new  type  and  with  it  the  machinery  of  a  printing  office. 
The  quality  of  work  done  is  good  considering  that  it  is  necessarily 
done  by  learners  the  most  of  whose  time  is  taken  up  with  other 
studies.  The  graduates  from  this  department  seem  to  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  work,  and  many  have  left  us  before  graduation  to 
go  to  work  in  printing  offices. 

Bookkeeping  and  Typewriting — This  department  has  trained  both 
males  and  females  to  keep  their  own  accounts  and  the  accounts  of 
others.  It  has  enabled  students  who  have  been  trained  in  it  in  the 
past  to  keep  accounts  systematically  and  to  more  accurately  estimate 
the  value  of  money. 

SCIENTIFIC  COURSE. 

This  course  is  maintained  to  meet  the  conditions  of  the  "Morrill 
Fund''  appropriation  to  teach  the  pupils  scientific  agriculture  and 
scientific  mechanics.  -Chemistry  is  taught  so  as  to  be  a  part  of  the 
agricultural  course  and  physics  is  taught  as  a  part  of  the  mechanical 
course.  Chemistry  is  also  taught  as  the  theoreticaf  part  of  Domestic 
Science,  or  Cookery  and  General  Household  Science.     In  the  absence 
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of  a  plant  for  the  practical  part  of  cookery  and  household  science 
we  teach  the  theoretical  part  so  that  the  practical  part  may  be 
learned  in  some  kitchen  and  household,  where  the  theoretical  part 
previously  taught  in  this  department,  may  be  put  in  practice.  We 
hope  some  day  to  have  the  whole  plant,  but  for  the  present  we  can 
only  have  one-half  with  the  other  half  in  the  homes. 

MUSIC. 

The  teaching  in  music  is  both  vocal  and  instrumental.  For  tuition 
in  instrumental  music  the  pupils  are  charged  a  small  fee  monthly, 
which  amount  is  turned  into  the  general  fund  of  the  school.  Vocal 
music,  however,  is  free  and  is  taught  to  all  the  pupils  of  the  school. 
The  music  assists  very  much  in  the  order  and  discipline  of  the 
institution. 

We  have  seme  80  odd  pupils  in  the  school  from  the  country,  repre- 
senting 27  parishes  of  Louisiana,  extending  from  north  to  south 
Louisiana.  The  largest  number  yet  sent  us  by  any  parish  outside  New 
Orleans  is  fifteen  from  the  Parish  of  St.  James.  These  students 
mostly  beard  in  town  wherever  board  can  be  obtained  'cheaply. 

Many  of  the  country  students  who  apply  for  admission  to  Southern 
University  are  not  advanced  as  far  as  the  sixth  grade,  which  is  our 
lowest  grade. 

There  would  be  no  pupils  in  Southern  University  if  we  did  not  have 
the  lower  preparatory  departments  to  fit  the  pupils  for  the  higher 
grades. 

We  can  get  no  pupils  from  the  outside  far  enough  advanced  to  enter 
the  upper  grades. 

The  school  has  done  the  work  of  another  two  years.  WTe  have  done 
this  work  with  an  eye  single  to  correct  results.  We  are  especially 
emphasizing  thoroughness.  The  New  Orleans  School  Board  has  been 
strict  in  its  examination  of  our  graduates  that  we  send  out  who  apply 
to  be  teachers  in  the  New  Orleans  Public  Schools.  For  years  there 
has  not  been  a  single  failure  to  pass  with  the  graduates  of  this  school, 
while  with  other  schools  a  majority  of  the  applicants  failed. 

As  a  whole  the  school  has  been  prosperous  and  the  great  mass  of 
the  pupils  have  been  advanced  along  the  educational  lines  planned 
in  the  original  design. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  A.  HILL, 
President  Southern  University,  and  A.  &  M.  College. 


Report  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  the  Southern  University. 


To  the   President  and   Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Southern 
University: 

I  beg  to  submit  a  report  of  the  finances  and  general  conditions  of 
Southern  University,  A.  and  M.  College,  covering  the  period  from 
June  1,  1906,  to  April  1,  1908. 

On  April  1,  1908,  the  University  had  to  its  credit  in  the  Hibernia 
Bank  &  Trust  Company,  a  balance  of  $8,105.98.  One-quarter,  the 
fourth  of  the  State  appropriation  for  1907-1908,  is  now  due  me,  which 
amounts  to  $2,500.  The  expenses  of  the  University  from  April  1  to 
June  30,  1908,  will  be  approximately  $6,000,  more  or  less.  From  that 
balance,  drawing  from  the  State  alimony,  we  now  expect  to  be  able  to 
liquidate  $2,000  of  the  $8,000  mortgage  that  is  being  carried  by 
Southern  University. 

This  saving  during  the  past  two  years  has  been  made  possible  not 
by  curtailing  any  of  the  educational  features  or  advantages  of  Southern 
University,  but  by  a  painstaking  system  of  economy  in  the 
manner  and  method  of  all  expenditures.  We  have  during  this  period 
added  many  features,  one  complete  new  grade,  one  additional  teacher 
to*  the  faculty  and  purchased  much  additional  equipment  for  the 
mechanical  and  industrial  departments,  including  a  remodeling  of  the 
boiler,  stoves  and  heating  apparatus;  one  mule,  a  cow,  fencing  ma- 
terials and  numerous  repairs  at  the  University  Farm. 

Through  the  practical  operation  of  a  Purchasing  Bureau,  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  Secretary  ana1  President,  and  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Board,  we  have  been  able  to  systematize  all  pur- 
chases for  the  University  and  at  the  same  time  secure  greatly  re- 
duced rates.  All  contracts  of  any  proportion  are  let  to  the  lowest 
competent  bidder.  Discounts  for  the  benefit  of  the  University  have 
been    secured   and    a   wholesome    spirit   of   competition   has    been    en- 
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gendered  among  the  dealers,  thereby  saving  a  handsome  amount  in 
the  course  cf  two  years,  which  will  now  be  used  to  reduce  the  out- 
standing mortgage.  With  this  showing  on  our  part,  it  is  my  urgent 
recommendation  and  the  wish  of  the  Executive  Committee  that  the 
Board  of  Directors  make  urgent  appeal  to  the  coming  Legislature  to 
take  up  and  pay  the  remaining  $8,000  of  this  indebtedness. 

By  personal  effort  and  special  arrangement  we  are  having  this 
loan  carried  at  the  low  rate  of  six  and  one-half  per  cent,  interest,  but 
even  then  it  proves  a  great  burden  to  the  funds  of  the  University  and 
a  constant  drain  en  our  resources  that  should  go  for  the  upbuilding 
of  Southern  University.  Having  made  the  financial  showing  that  is 
now  made  and  at  the  same  time  having  accomplished  what  has  been 
done  in  the  way  cf  increasing  the  facilities  and  scope  of  the  Uni- 
versity, how  much  more  could  'be  accomplished  by  employing  the 
same  methods,  when  freed  from  the  burden  of  this  mortgage  debt? 

Southern  University  is  rapidly  growing.  Its  methods  of  educating 
negro  boys  and  girls  along  practical  lines  of  usefulness,  have  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  some  of  the  best  known  and  foremost  educators 
of  the  country,  many  of  whom  have  visited  the  school  this  year. 
Southern  University  takes  the  colored  boys  and  trains  them  in 
mechanics,  in  carpentry,  in  the  industrial  trades,  in  printing,  type- 
setting, in  dairying  and  in  practical  farming  and  growing  crops. 
Southern  University  takes  the  colored  girls  and  trains  them  in  its 
Girls'  Industrial  Department,  where  some  cf  the  practical  things  of 
housekeeping,  sewing,  ironing,  making  dresses  and  hats,  etc.,  are 
taught.  Of  course,  an  academic  education  of  well  selected  courses, 
goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  industrial.  This,  in  brief,  is  the  under- 
lying principle  guiding  the  education  of  colored  youth  at  Southern 
University. 

At  the  opening  of  the  last  schcel  year  one  new  grade  was  estab- 
lished, in  order  to  meet  the  ev^r  increasing  demands.  Cne  additional 
teacher  was  employed  and  a  new  rcom  was  completely  furnished  and 
equipped  for  this  additional  grade,  where  now  over  forty  students  are 
being  taught.  With  tr  is  growing  demand  cf  the  University,  is  a  cor- 
responding demand  for  more  money  each  year.  The  purchase  of 
sewing  machines,   for   the   girls'   industrial    department;    new   heating 


—  15  — 

equipment,  for  two  departments;  additional  seating  capacity,  new 
black  boards,  the-  rebuilding  of  the  boiler  for  the  Mechanical  School, 
new  type  and  supplies  for  the  printery;  additional  stock,  fencing  and 
dairy  equipment  for  the  farm  are  a  few  of  the  additions  this  year. 
Despite  these  new  acquisitions,  the  University  Farm  in  Jefferson 
Parish,  where  the  dairying  and  practical  farming  lessons  are  con- 
ducted, is  in  need  of  extensive  repairs  to  buildings  and  fences.  Where 
teachers  and  instructors  of  the  University  have  \  proven  valuable 
assets  to  the  institution  and  the  State,  the  Eoard  has  shown  a  dis- 
position to  readjust  or  increase  their  salaries  commensurate  with  the 
services  being  performed.  The  pay  roll  of  the  University  is  now  $1,469.98 
per  month;  the  University  Fetid  $-2  CO  for  salary  cf  Superintendent 
and  labor,  etc.,  exclusive  of  students'  car  fare  and  repairs  to  fences, 
dairy,  etc.,  which  is  recognized  by  the  Board  as  additional  expenses. 

The  resources  of  the  institution,  annually,  are:  $10,000  from  the 
State  and  $11,841.88  received  from  the  United  States  Government 
under  the  Morrill  Act,  which  allowance  this  year,  however,  was 
slightly  increased  under  a  revision  of  the  act. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  specially  direct  your  attention  to  the  $8,000 
mortgage  now  resting  on  this  institution  and  which  has  been  hanging 
over  the  college  ever  since  the  main  building  was  erected.  I  feel 
that  this  General  Assembly  should  lift  this  indebtedness  and  that  it 
will  do  so  if  presented  to  them  in  its  proper  light.  It  will  be  im- 
possible to  pay  this  indebtedness  from  the  State's  alimony,  and  at 
the  same  time  meet  the  ever  growing  demands  of  this  University. 

A  financial  statement  covering  all  expenditures,  which  is  a  re- 
capitulation of  my  detailed  semiannual  repcrts  en  file  with  the 
Auditor  of  State,  which  have  been  checked  and  audited  by  the  Finance 
Committee,  is  hereto  attached. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

A.  W.  NEWLIN, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  cf  Southern  University. 
Aoril  15.  1908. 
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RECEIPTS   AND    DISBURSEMENTS    FROM    JUNE    1,    1906,  TO 
DECEMBER   1,   1906. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  June  1,  1906 $  1,364. 6& 

Total  receipts  from  all  sources  from  June  1,  1906,  to  Decem- 
ber   1,    1906    24,976.88 

Total $26,341.56 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

For  same  period,  June  1,  1906,  to  December  1,  1906, 
as  follows: 

Agricultural    Department     $  993,12 

Mechanical    Department     69,10 

Literary    Department    8,764.91 

Sundries    Account    9,884.96 

Total $19,712.09 

Balance  on  hand,  December  1,  1906   $6,629.47 

DECEMBER   1,   1906,  TO  JUNE   1,  1907. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand,  December  1,  1906   $6,629.47 

Total   receipts   from   all   sources   from   December   1.    1906,   to 

Juue    1,    1907 9,505.07 



Total    Receipts    $16,134.54 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Same  period,  December  1,  1906,  to  June  1,  1907,  as  follows: 

Agricultural   Department $  2,159.96 

Mechanical  Department    197.49 

Scientific  Department   13.89 

Literary    Department    8,900.15 

Sundries    Account    398.72 

Total  Disbursements    $11,670.21 

Balance  on  hand,  June  1,  1907  $  4,464.33 
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JUNE   1,  1907,  TO   DECEMBER   1,   1907. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand,  June  1,  1907  $  4,464.33 

Total  receipts  June  1,  to  December  1,  1907  16,768.25 


Total  Receipts   $21,232.58 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Same  period,  June  1  to  December  1,  1907,  as  follows: 

Agricultural   Department    $  1,023.14 

Mechanical  Department 20.18 

Scientific  Department .85 

Literary    Department     8,962.62 

Sundries  Account    400.03 

Total  Disbursements $10,406.82 

Balance  en  hand  December  1,  1907    $10,825.76 

RECAPITULATION. 
TOTAL  RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  June  1st,  1906 $  1,364.68 

Cash  received  from  Girls'  Industrial  and  Music  Departments, 

June,  1906 43.50 

Same    July,    1906     82.50 

Same  December,  1906   54.50 

Same  January,  1907   47.00 

Same  February,  1907   43.75 

Same  March,  1907    33.50 

Same  April,  1907  32.50 

Same  May,  1907 35.60 

Same  June,  1907   37.50 

Same  June,  1907    17.10 

Same  July,  1907, 41.50 

Received    from    Auditor,    Fourth    quarter    of    appropriation, 

1905-1906    ,,,,,,. 2,500.00 
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United  States  Government  appropriation,  received  from  State 
Treasurer,   being   amount   due   under    Morrill   Act,   July, 

1906 11,841.38 

Cash  from  Printing  Department,  July,  1906  9.50 

Same,  April,  1907 4.50 

Received    from    Auditor,    First    quarter    of    appropriation    for 

1906-1907    2,500.00 

Same,  second  quarter   2,500.00 

Same,  third  quarter   2,500.00 

Same,   fourth   quarter 2,500.00 

Same,  first  quarter  of  appropriation  for  1907-1908   2,500.00 

Cash  from  Hibernia  Bank  and  Trust  Co.,  account  of  mortgage 

notes    8,000.00 

Received    from   Auditor,   special    appropriation   for   farm    im- 
provements      1,500.00 

Proceeds  from  sale  of  farm  products,  January,  1907  24.57 

Same,  March,  1907 16.90 

Proceeds  from  sale  of  cattle  on  farm,  April  1,  1907   174.75 

United  States  Government  appropriation,  received  from  State 
Treasurer,   being    amount    due    under    Morrill   Act,    July, 

1907  .  .  : 14,209.65 

Total  Receipts $52,614.88 

TOTAL  DISBURSEMENTS. 

Agricultural   Department    4,176.22 

Mechanical  Department    286.77 

Literary  Department   26,627.68 

Scientific  Department 14.74 

Sundries  Account 10,683.71 

Total  Disbursements    $41,789.12 


Report  of  the  Principal  of  the  Mechanical  School, 
Southern  University  and  A.  &  M.  College. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  April  15,  1908. 
Prof.  H.  A.  Hill,  President  of  Southern  University  and  A.  &  M.  College: 

This  report  covers  the  period  of  time  beginning  April,  1906,  and  end- 
ing to  date. 

The  Mechanical  Department  remains  in  the  same  quarters  it  has 
occupied  for  some  years  past.  The  constant  wear  of  machinery  re- 
quires additional  equipment,  some  of  which  is  now  badly  needed.  Re- 
pairs were  again  made  to  the  boiler,  entailing  a  renewal  of  tubes, 
piping,  smoke-stack,  etc.  This  must  be  regarded  as  only  temporary, 
however,  since  the  boiler  and  engine  have  both  reached  an  age  and 
degree  of  use  where  there  must  be  oft  repeated  repairs.  I  would 
advise  replacing  this  outfit  with  a  gas  engine.  It  is  a  most  difficult 
matter  to  handle  unassisted  the  various  classes  of  shops  and  draught- 
ing room  while  encumbered  with  a  power  outfit  requiring  my  almost 
continuous  attention.  An  improvement  in  this  direction  would  save 
an  appreciable  waste  cf  energy  and  time  en  my  part. 

There  are  in  the  carpenter  shop  the  eight  horse  power  boiler  and 
vertical  engine,  three  lathes,  two  scroll  saws,  one  band  saw  and  a 
grind  stone.  In  addition  to  the  above  power  machines,  there  are 
two  scroll  saws,  one  circular  saw,  one  former,  one  mortiser,  one  lathe 
and  one  small  grindstone  run  by  foot  power.  We  have  also  twelve 
single  and  three  double  carp.enter  benches  equipped  each  with  a  full 
set  of  tools.  The  tin  shop  is  furnished  with  the  various  bench  ma- 
chines and  tools.  I  would  earnestly  advise  adding  more  of  certain  stakes, 
the  students  at  present  having  usually  to  wait  upon  each  other  at 
those  stakes  most  used,  of  which  we  now  have  but  a  single  set.  Our 
draughting  room  contains  desks,  instruments,  drawing  boards  and 
illustrative  apparatus  for  the  instruction  of  classes  up  to  fifteen  in 
number. 
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The  purpose  of  the  courses  generally  is  to  inculcate  the  principles 
of  that  branch  studied  rather  than  to  produce  finished  artisans.  The 
students  are  thus  fitted  to  speedily  reach  a  high  degree  of  proficiency 
in  the  trades  afterward  entered  upon  as  a  life's  work.  The  course  in 
woodwork  prepares  for  carpentry,  cabinet-making,  pattern  making, 
etc.  The  sheet  metal  work  aims  to  produce  the  bench  hand  rather 
than  the  factory  or  machine  hand,  with  a  comprehensive  training 
in  proper  methods  of  laying  off  all  ordinary  forms  of  work,  while 
the  course  in  mechanical  drawing  covers  broadly  the  subject  from 
geometrical  constructions  to  the  development  of  various  surfaces 
and  intersections  of  surfaces  as  applied  to  actual  sheet  metal  shop 
practice,  and  to  elementary  house  design. 

The  enrollment  for  session  1906-1907  was  56  in  each  of  the  shop 
classes,  in  drawing  18,  and  for  sessions  1907-08  is  60  in  each  shop  class 
and  22  in  drawing.  Six  students  will  receive  certificates  for  complet- 
ing the  mechanical  course,  this  being  the  largest  number  to  finish  in 
any  cne  year. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

FREDERICK  F.  SIMMS, 
Principal  of  Mechanical  Department. 


Report   of   the   Principal   of   the    Girls'    Industrial 

School,    Southern   University   and 

A.    &   M.   College. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  April  15th,  1908. 
Prof.  H.  A.  Hill,  President  of  Southern  University  and  A.  &  M.  College: 

During  the  session  of  1906-1907,  243  girls  were  enrolled  in  the  de- 
partment, and  this  session  of  1907-1908,  263  girls  were  enrolled,  which 
is  an  increase  cf  20  over  the  preceding  year  and  115  over  three  years 
ago.  When  I  took  charge  of  the  department  eighteen  years  ago,  there 
were  enrolled  only  45  students  in  the  room.  Daring  the  eighteen 
years  the  enrollment  has  increased  from  45  to  263  students.  This 
department  occupies  a  large  room  on  the  third  fleer  of  the  main 
building  cf  the  University,  and  is  equipped  with  eight  sewing 
machines,  five  of  which  are  almost  new,  lockers  where  the  students 
keep  their  work,  three  cutting  tables,  scissors,  tracing  wheels,  tape 
measures,  etc. 

The  course  in  this  department  extends  over  a  period  of  four 
years.  No  student  is  allowed  to  graduate  from  this  department  who 
has  not  taken  at  least  one  year  of  the  High  School  course  of  the 
College. 

Following  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  work  of  this  department: 

In  the  sixth  grade  the  girls  are  taught  the  different  stitches  used 
in  plain  sewing,  the  use  of  the  thimble  and  scissors,  the  proper  method 
of  holding  the  needle,  and  plain  sewing  in  the  making  of  aprons, 
pillowslips   and   plain   undergarments. 

In  the  seventh  grade  the  teaching  of  plain  sewing  is  continued. 
The  girls  are  taught  how  to  use  and  take  care  of  a  sewing  machine, 
the  use  of  the  tracing  wheel,  and  the  cutting  of  plain  garments  from 
patterns. 

In  the  eighth  grade  the  work  of  the  seventh  grade  is  continued. 
The  girls  are  taught  how  to  make  men's  shirts  and  dress-making 
proper  is  begun. 
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In  the  ninth  grade  dress-making  is  continued,  the  girls  being  taught 
the  cutting  and  fitting  of  dresses  and  the  making  of  the  same. 

The  designing  of  dresses,  the  harmonizing  of  colors,  the  different 
kinds  of  embroidering  and  the  finer  hand  work  such  as  lace-making 
and  Mexican  drawn  work,  which  at  the  present  time  is  so  extensively 
used  in  trimming  dresses,  is  begun  in  the  ninth  grade  and  continued 
on  through  the   tenth  and  eleventh  grades. 

The  girls  in  all  of  the  grades  have  take'n  the  greatest  interest  in 
this  work  and  good  results  have  been  accomplished.  Most  of  the 
girls  who  graduate  from  the  Girls'  Industrial  School  of  the  Southern 
University  graduate  as  dressmakers,  and  they  are  fully  capable  of 
going  out  and  making  a  living  by  dressmaking.  There  are  many  of 
them  who  even  while  in  school  do  outside  sewing  enough  to  pay  their 
way  through  school,  and  in  some  cases  help  to  sapport  their  families 
in  addition.  There  is  a  steady  demand  for  the  graduates  of  this 
department  from  some  of  the  best  families  in  the  city  on  account  of 
the  kind  of  work  they  do. 

At  the  close  of  each  session  of  the  College  there  is  an  exhibit  of  the 

work   done   by   the  girls   during  the   year    to    which    the    public    are 

invited. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  E.  P.  BARRELL, 
Principal  of  Girls'  Industrial  School. 


Southern  University  and  A.  &  M.  College  Farm. 

Jefferson   Parish,  April   15th,  1908. 
H.  A.  Hill,  President  Southern  University  and  A.  and   M.  College: 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Southern  Uni- 
versity Farm,  from  March  22nd,  1906,  to  March  20th,  1908: 

COLLEGE  WORK. 

The  agricultural  work  is  carried  on  in  six  grades,  from  the  sixth 
to  the  eleventh  inclusive,  consisting  of  class  room  lectures,  and 
demonstrating  to  the  students  the  principles  of  modern  scientific 
agriculture  in  different  branches.  The  lecture  consists  of  how  to 
prepare  the  seed-beds,  the  depth  of  plowing,  the  selecting  of  the  seeds, 
cultivating  of  the  different  plants  and  the  harvesting  of  same;  all  is 
minutely  discussed. 

SUGAR  CANE 

Of  sugar  cane  we  have  three  varieties — D.  74,  which  is  a  yellow  or 
greenish  color,  comprising  one  plat;  D.  94,  which  is  of  a  more  purple 
color,  and  the  native  ribbon,  which  is  as  good  and  juicy  and  as  soft 
as  any  of  the  other  grades.  The  advantage  of  D.  74  is  that  it  will 
stand  the  storms  of  August  and  September,  and  it  affords  a  better 
ripening  cane,  and  the  cost  of  cutting  is  less.  We  have  this  season 
about  a  half  acre  in  all  comprising  the  three  varieties. 

CORN. 

Owing  to   the   peculiar   weather   last  year   the   corn   crop   has   been 
very  poor;   the  prairie  crop  as  well.     However,  we  managed  to  make 
enough  of  prairies  for  feed   during  the   winter,  and  corn  to  feed  six 
months,  all  of  which  has  been  harvested  by  the  farm  students. 
VEGETABLE  GARDEN. 

Our  success  in  this  line  has  been  very  satisfactory-  The  students 
planted  a  variety  of  the  following  vegetables,  samples  of  which  were 
exhibited  at  the  closing  exercises  of  June  last  year:  Irish  potatoes, 
sweet  potatoes,  peas,  carrots,  beets,  onions,  parsley,  spinach,  cabbage, 
mustard,  turnips,  lettuce,  radishes,  squash,  okra,  tomatoes,  egg-plants, 
peppers  (many  varieties),  bush  beans,  lima  and  pole  beans,  melons 
(water  and  musk),  canteloupes,  garlic,  butter-beans,  and  cucumbers. 

COTTON. 

Made   a  very  poor  showing  last  year  owing  to  excessive  rains. 

POULTRY. 

Through  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  was  decided  to  do 
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away  with  the  poultry  department,  and  to  sell  all  fowls  on  the  farm, 
and  make  returns  to  the  Treasurer. 

LIVE  STOCK. 

The  live  stock  consists  of  four  mules  and  one  young  heifer  recently 
bought.  A  resolution  of  the  Board  was  passed  authorizing  us  to  sell 
all  the  old  cows  last  April;  which  was  done,  with  the  idea  of  replenish- 
ing the  farm  for  the  Dairy  Department  with  fresher  stock;  this  de- 
partment has  suffered  a  little  on  that  account,  but  now  it  is  operating 
on  a  satisfactory  basis,  and  I  am  sure  will  continue  improving. 
DAIRY   DEPARTMENT. 

The  -aim  of  the  course  of  instruction  in  dairying  is  to  prepare  the 
students  to  become  practical  dairymen,  whether  they  want  to  furnish 
milk  for  city  consumption  or  want  to  make  butter  on  the  farm.  It 
includes  the  following  subjects:  the  necessity  for  cleanliness  in  and 
around  the  dairy,  feeding  and  management  of  the  herd,  milking, 
refining  and  churning  of  cream,  salting,  working  and  packing  of 
butter,  uses  of  skim  milk,  testing  of  milk  and  cream  for  acidity  and 
butter  fat.  Upon  the  necessity  for  cleanliness  the  most  stress  is  laid. 
The  students  have  sanitary  rules  to  guide  dairymen  in  keeping  their 
products  pure.  Feeding  includes  the  study  of  such  rations  as  will 
give  the  best  results  in  the  milk  pail  by  feeding  Louisiana  products, 
as  far  as  practicable. 

"Gurler's  American  Dairying"  is  used  as  a  text-book,  and  is  supple- 
mental of  many  excellent  bulletins  on  this  subject  issued  by  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Professor  Chas.  E.  Roos,  the  students  per- 
form the  actual  labor  of  making  butter  from  milking  to  packing  the 
butter  for  market. 

They  test  the  milk  of  each  cow  for  fat  content  and  thus  learn  how 
to  find  out  the  quality  of  butter  each  cow  produces  in  a  year.  The 
machinery  consists  of  a  Sharpies'  Tubular  Cream  Separator,  a 
Babcock  tester  with  the  necessary  glassware  to  teach  its  use,  two 
churns,  cheese-making  apparatus,  and  one  large  Fort  Smith  Refrigera- 
tor. 

During  the  year  twelve  girls  and  five  boys  secured  instruction  in 
this  branch  of  industry,  nine  of  whom  are  candidates  for  graduation. 

I  hope  that  this  report  may  meet  with  your  approval. 

F.   L.  ST.  MARTIN, 
Superintendent  of  Farm. 
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